Puggle's Problem
Aleesah Darlison
Teaching Notes based on the Australian Curriculum
and NSW Board of Studies Curriculum
Aleesah Darlison writes picture books and novels for children. She also reviews books for The Sun Herald. Aleesah has won many awards for her writing including
an Australian Society of Authors mentorship. Her stories have appeared in The School Magazine and several anthologies. Her picture book, Puggle’s Problem, and
her junior series, Totally Twins, was released in 2010. Aleesah’s 2011 releases include the picture book, Warambi, the third instalment in her Totally Twins series and
her brand new series with Walker Books called Unicorn Riders.
Teaching Notes for Puggle's Problem
Teachers may choose from the following teaching notes the syllabus outcome(s) appropriate for their students, to assist them to develop interest and skills in
inquiring into the aesthetic aspects of texts, and develop an informed appreciation of literature.
Two sets of teaching notes are supplied:
The Australian Curriculum (1) states that “students learn how ideas and viewpoints about events, issues and characters that are expressed by authors in texts are
drawn from and shaped by different historical, social and cultural contexts.” Through “responding to literature, students learn to identify personal ideas, experiences
and opinions about literary texts and discuss them with others. They learn how to recognise areas of agreement and difference, and how to develop and refine their
interpretations through discussion and argument.”
Students participating in a Literature Live author visit or virtual visit have the opportunity to listen to Aleesah Darlison talk about the inspiration for, and characters in
Puggle's Problem, to ask her questions and to listen to students from their school and other schools as they discuss the narrative.

Puggle's Problem Teaching Notes

Australian Curriculum - English
Kindergarten - Language

Year 1 - Language

Year 2 - Language

Text structure and organisation
Understand that punctuation is a
feature of written text different from
letters; recognise how capital letters are
used for names, and that capital letters
and full stops signal the beginning and
end of sentences

Text structure and organisation
Recognise that different types of
punctuation, including full stops,
question marks and exclamation marks,
signal sentences that make statements,
ask questions, express emotion or give
commands

Text structure and organisation
Understand that different types of texts
have identifiable text structures and
language features that help the text
serve its purpose

For Early Stage 1 students, teachers
might:
. read the story Puggle’s Problem to
them
. where students are capable have
them read Puggle’s Problem

Expressing and developing ideas
Recognise that texts are made up of
words and groups of words that make
meaning

Expressing and developing ideas
Explore differences in words that
represent people, places and things
(nouns, including pronouns),
happenings and states (verbs),
qualities (adjectives) and details like
when, where and how (adverbs)

Expressing and developing ideas
Identify visual representations of
characters’ actions, reactions, speech
and thought processes in narratives,
and consider how these images add to
or contradict or multiply the meaning of
accompanying words

Students might:
.interpret the illustrations in Puggle’s
Problem
.talk about Puggle’s Problem based on
its title and illustrations
.use drawings to construct meaning
from the descriptions in Puggle’s
Problem

Kindergarten - Literature

Suggested Activities

Year 1 - Literature

Year 2 - Literature

Literature and Context
Recognise that texts are created by
authors who tell stories and share
experiences that may be similar or
different to students’ own experiences

Literature and Context
Discuss characters and events in a
range of literary texts and share
personal responses to these texts,
making connections with students' own
experiences

Literature and Context
Discuss how depictions of characters in
print, sound and images reflect the
contexts in which they were created

Students might
. speculate on the behaviour of the
characters in Puggle’s Problem
. discuss their own behaviour in similar
situations

Responding to Literature
Share feelings and thoughts about the
events and characters in texts

Responding to Literature
Discuss features of plot, character and
setting in different types of literature
and explore some features of
characters in different texts

Responding to Literature
Compare opinions about characters,
events and settings in and between
texts

. have students discuss how Pipp
Puggle felt about being different to
other puggles
. have students discuss the advice
given to Pipp by the animals in the
story
. ask students what advice they might
give Pipp
. using knowledge about echidnas,
have students categorise facts about
the skills of each of the animals in the
story

Examining Literature
Discuss the characters and settings of

Students might:
. participate in class/group brain-

Examining Literature
Identify some features of texts including
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events and characters and retell events
from a text

Kindergarten - Literacy

different texts and explore how
language is used to present these
features in different ways

Year 1 - Literacy

storming activities to list ideas and facts
in Puggle’s Problem
Teachers might:
. discuss with the students the
illustrations of the animals in the story
. ask students if they can see Pipp’s
spines just starting to grow as his mum
hugs him at the end of the book.

Year 2 - Literacy

Interacting with others
Listen to and respond orally to texts
and to the communication of others in
informal and structured classroom
situations

Interacting with others
Engage in conversations and
discussions, using active listening
behaviours, showing interest, and
contributing ideas, information and
questions

Interacting with others
Listen for specific purposes and
information, including instructions, and
extend students’ own and others' ideas
in discussions

Students might:
listen to Aleesah reading from Puggle’s
Problem during a visit/virtual visit
. talk about Puggle’s Problem with
Aleesah
. participate in class/group
brainstorming activities to list ideas and
facts following the reading of Puggle’s
Problem

Interpreting, analysing, evaluating
Use comprehension strategies to
understand and discuss texts listened
to, viewed or read independently

Interpreting, analysing, evaluating
Use comprehension strategies to build
literal and inferred meaning about key
events, ideas and information in texts
that they listen to, view and read by
drawing on growing knowledge of
context, text structures and language
features

Interpreting, analysing, evaluating
Use comprehension strategies to build
literal and inferred meaning and begin
to analyse texts by drawing on growing
knowledge of context, language and
visual features and print and
multimodal text structures

Students might:
. interpret the illustrations in Puggle’s
Problem
. interpret characters and events in
Puggle’s Problem related to personal
experience
. speculate on the behaviour of Puggle
in Puggle’s Problem and then discuss
their own behaviour in a similar
situation
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NSW Board of Studies English
Syllabus
Reading Outcomes
Learning to Read- Reading & Viewing
Texts

Early Stage 1
RES1.5 Demonstrates developing reading skills to read
short, predictable written texts on familiar topics.
Responding to Texts
. uses drawings to construct meaning from descriptions in
written texts.

Stage 1
RS1.5 Reads a wider range of texts on less familiar
topics with increasing independence and understanding,
making connections between own knowledge and
experience and information in texts.
Shared, Guided and Independent Reading
. interprets story illustrations
. draws on own knowledge to interpret characters and
events in literary texts related to personal experience
. speculates on the behaviour of characters in stories and
discusses own behaviour in similar situations
. participates in class/group brainstorming activities to
cluster and categorise ideas and facts following the
reading of texts.
RS1.7 Understands that texts are constructed by people
and identifies ways in which texts differ according to their
purpose, audience and subject matter.
Subject Matter
. talks about the topic of a text based on its title and
illustrations

WES1.9
Engages in writing texts with the intention of conveying
an idea or message.
Channel of Communication
. recognises the fact that texts can be produced using a
range of media
. uses visuals to communicate ideas
. uses drawing software to create pictures for scribed
texts
. creates pictures using a drawing program, writes own
text or has it scribed.

WS1.9 Plans, reviews and produces a small range of
simple literary and factual texts for a variety of purposes
on familiar topics for known readers.
Channel of Communication
• uses drawings to accompany texts where relevant.

LT ES1.3
Identifies ways in which living things are different and
have different needs.

LT S1.3
Identifies and describes ways in which living things grow
and change.
Collaboratively writes, illustrates and publishes a literary

Learning about ReadingContext and Text

Writing Outcomes
Learning to Write — Producing Texts

NSW Board of Studies
Science and Technology Syllabus
Living Things
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Using Technology

NSW Board of Studies
Creative Arts Syllabus
Visual Arts
Making

Appreciating

UT ES1.9
Identifies and uses a limited range of equipment,
computer-based technology, materials and other
resources when undertaking exploration and production.
Uses a touch sensitive pad or standard keyboard to help
develop and publish a group story about an Australian
animal

VAES1.1
Makes simple pictures and other kinds of artworks about
things and experiences.
investigates stories and the features of fantasy and
imaginative characters derived from their
experience, imaginings, artworks, cartoons, illustrated
books and other books
VAES1.3
Recognises some of the qualities of different artworks
and begins to realise that artists make artworks.
. talks about pictures and other artworks they have seen,
noting what they are about and who made them.

recount about the needs of growing animals.
UT S1.9
Selects and uses a range of equipment, computer-based
technology, materials and other resources to undertake
an investigation or design task.
Uses a touch sensitive pad or standard keyboard to help
develop and publish a group story about an Australian
animal

VAS1.1
Makes artworks in a particular way about experiences of
real and imaginary things.
. explores narrative devices by creating comic strips and
illustrated stories derived from imaginative and other
events in their lives, drawing on ideas from Puggle’s
Problem.
VAS1.3
Realises what artists do, who they are and what they
make.
. identifies particular qualities in artworks such as the way
the subject matter is represented and the use of particular
techniques and the effects these have in the artist’s work
and on viewers.

Post Visit
By the end of the Year 1 students listen to, read and view a range of spoken, written and multimodal texts from familiar contexts. They interpret and provide relevant
explanations of characters and main events in imaginative texts, and key ideas and visual features in short informative texts, making connections to personal
experience. They demonstrate understanding by retelling orally one or two ideas and events from short texts listened to or viewed. They accurately identify the
letters of the English alphabet, and know the sounds represented by most letters. They read short, predictable texts aloud with some fluency and accuracy, drawing
support from their developing sound and letter knowledge. They effectively use predicting and questioning strategies to make meaning from texts.
Students create a short imaginative spoken and written text. They write one or more simple sentences to retell events and experiences for a known audience. Their
writing is connected appropriately to illustrations and images produced as part of the text.
They include several related ideas on familiar topics, use drawings to support meaning, and include beginnings and endings to indicate sequence.
They select vocabulary to enhance meaning, and use relevant vocabulary related to the topic and content of texts to discuss ideas and to share responses.
They use capital letters and full stops appropriately.
They accurately spell many words with regular spelling patterns and a growing number of irregularly spelled words.
They interact in pair, group and class discussions and make short presentations of a few connected sentences on familiar and learned topics.
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In informal classroom settings students speak clearly and purposefully and engage in pair, group and class discussions, and participate actively in group tasks.
Teachers may choose to have students complete the Puggle's Problem worksheet which is based on The Australian Curriculum Foundation year Work Sample (1).
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